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Introduction Introduction 
 
The provision of the necessary supporting infrastructure to all Australian Rules Football clubs within Western 
Australia, no matter in what level of competition they are currently participating, is a priority for the Western 
Australian Football Commission (WAFC).  Similarly, the Department of Sport and Recreation (DSR), and 
local governments, which receive a large number of funding requests each year from football clubs to 
improve current infrastructure, have a role in determining funding priorities. 

Until this document there were no facility classification guidelines from which to assess the merits of 
individual club requests for infrastructure funding.  Consequently, both the DSR and local governments have 
limited criteria when they have to decide whether or not, and to what level, they support a club application for 
DSR Community Sport & Recreation Facilities Funds (CSRFF). 

One of the aims of the study, undertaken by Syme Marmion & Co for the WAFC and DSR, was to develop a 
classification system within a football hierarchy based on the sustainability of individual clubs that will serve 
as a basis to plan for future infrastructure provision and upgrades.  This would ensure those clubs which 
currently have facilities below the new classification system are given priority for upgrade expenditure over 
clubs which already meet the standards.   

The development of this football club hierarchical classification will be linked to current demographic profiles 
for each football zone from which the development of a strategic plan for the provision of future club facilities 
for five years and ten years hence can be based. 

The overall study is divided into five stages, with Stages 1 and 2 preceding this Stage 3 report: 

• Stage 1 – Scoping Report 
• Stage 2 – Needs Assessment Report 
• Stage 3 – Facility Review & Development 
• Stage 4 – Policy Development Report 
• Stage 5 – Strategic Plan 

This report, the Facility Plan Report, is the third report in the study and covers the following areas of 
enquiry and determination: 

• Development of a facility classification hierarchy for clubs; 
• Implication of classification hierarchy to existing clubs; and 
• Identification of future facility requirements. 

These topics are covered in the following sections of the report.  This report has been prepared based on the 
information obtained from questionnaires returned by football clubs, local governments and school principals.  
The facility classification hierarchy which has been developed and detailed in this report was based on the 
Draft 2005 WAFL Minimum Standards document and the AFL Preferred Facility Requirements document 
which was released in June 2006 at the time of writing this report.   

Consultation was also conducted through direct meetings with all WAFL Chief Executive Officers, Regional 
and District Development Councils and input from the Project Reference Group.  The Project Reference 
Group comprises of three representatives from the WAFC, two representatives from the DSR and two local 
government representatives.  
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Section 1 1. Preferred Facility Requirements Overview 

1.1 Purpose and Background 

This document was developed following consultation with all metropolitan District Development Councils 
(DDCs) and the South West Regional Development Council (RDC) on what constitutes the preferred facility 
requirements of WAFL, senior and junior football clubs.  The existing WAFL Minimum Standards and the 
AFL Preferred Facility Requirements were the only documented standards available and were used as the 
basis for the proposed new facility hierarchy requirements. 

Neither of the two existing facility standards addressed preferred or minimum standards for junior clubs and 
hence the preferred facility requirements for junior clubs listed in this report are the first of their kind and may 
need refinement over time following experience with their use. 

This document outlines the preferred facility requirements for WAFL, senior and junior club level facilities.  
Individual football leagues, local governments or clubs may choose to provide additional facilities, or larger 
sizes, depending on specific local needs on a case by case basis. 

These Preferred Facility Requirements have been developed to provide direction for the development of new 
football facilities and for the refurbishment of existing facilities.  It is acknowledged that many existing football 
facilities may not meet these preferred requirements but this does not mean they should be assessed as not 
being suitable.  Rather, should existing facilities be considered for upgrade, these requirements should be 
used as guidelines to aid facility design. 

1.2 Assumptions 

The sizes for various facility components listed in the Facility Hierarchy in Section 3 of this report are based 
on the preferred requirements for a club or association with a single oval catering for one home and one 
away team at any given fixture time.  When there are more than two teams playing simultaneously, which 
would imply the club having more than one oval, additional facilities may be required.  This would not require 
the complete duplication of facilities, rather the addition of core areas to accommodate the extra players and 
officials and consideration of increasing the size of some other areas such as storage space.  

Generic floor plans for a typical WAFL club and two typical senior clubs are shown in Appendix 1, which 
comply with the new AFL Preferred Facility Requirements document.  These are a direct reproduction of 
examples of pavilion floor plans for senior clubs provided by the AFL in its Preferred Facility Requirements 
document of June 2006.  These generic floor plans are provided as an indicative guide only and individual 
associations and clubs will need to determine anticipated levels of use of their facilities to determine an 
effective facility design that meets their specific needs, in conjunction with local government.   

The AFL Generic Floor Plans include two different plans for senior clubs, a District Club and a Local Club.  
The AFL advises that the difference between their two senior club facility plans is that for a District Facility it 
assumes that more than one club or code may share the facility and hence the areas are larger.  Clubs in 
Western Australia should use these as a guide to planning their own area requirements but noting that the 
areas shown are preferred and not mandatory.   

Most WAFL clubs have facilities that are more expansive than the AFL generic floor plans, particularly 
member areas, and there are no barriers to WAFL clubs providing additional facilities that they believe 
promote the game and their membership.  It is necessary that all clubs consider the future maintenance 
implications of providing additional facilities and budget accordingly.   

1.3 Facility Guidelines Hierarchy 

There are three basic levels of Australian Rules Football clubs in Western Australia; these are WAFL clubs, 
senior clubs and junior clubs.  The preferred guidelines adopted for facilities and detailed in the following 
section of this report vary depending on what level of football is played.  Hence there are preferred 
guidelines for WAFL clubs, senior clubs and junior clubs. 
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1.3.1 WAFL Clubs 

There are nine WAFL clubs in Western Australia and they comprise the second highest tier of competition 
below the national AFL competition.  The nine WAFL clubs are allocated zones within the Perth metropolitan 
and country regions of the State and after our national standard AFL facility, Subiaco Oval, form the highest 
standard of facilities in the State.  These facilities not only are required to host the State level competition but 
are the hub or central facility for all Associations and Leagues within their zone.  WAFL facilities should be 
maintained to a high standard as they represent a “show case” standard for the game. 

1.3.2 Senior Clubs 

Senior clubs below the level of WAFL clubs still need to have a good standard of change room facilities and 
clubrooms but not necessarily to the same level as WAFL clubs.   The lower level of preferred requirements 
for senior clubs is reflected in the minimum sizes and guidelines listed in Section 3 which follows. 

There is no barrier to non-WAFL senior clubs having facilities to a much higher standard than those listed in 
Section 3 however the cost of providing and maintaining such facilities would need to be considered.   

1.3.3 Junior Clubs 

Ideally junior clubs would have similar facilities to senior clubs with perhaps slightly reduced areas.  This 
would include change rooms and clubrooms and parking areas. In practice some junior clubs do not have all 
these facilities and the preferred facility requirements for junior clubs should be seen as a guide for the future 
development of the club, not as a basis for assessing the suitability of existing facilities.  It is preferable to 
have junior teams playing on grounds with facilities of a lower standard than is recommended by the 
guidelines, than not playing at all. 

• It is not necessary for junior clubs to have such facility elements as interchange benches, spectator 
facilities, warm-up areas for players, coaches' room, trainers' area or a medical room. 

• It is desirable that junior club grounds have public toilets for parents and spectators, a scoreboard (this 
can be portable), changing areas for both teams with toilets and showers and a separate umpires' room 
with shower and toilet.   

• It is essential that junior clubs have lighting for ovals to allow for training, a siren, storage areas and a 
canteen or kiosk. 
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Section 2 2. Preferred WA Football Facility Classification Guidelines 
 
A Facility Guidelines Model which sets out the preferred facility requirements for each level of football club in 
Western Australia was developed following the recognition by the WAFC that it needed to establish and 
communicate generic guidelines so that clubs had a benchmark for planning their facilities and that local 
governments had a base model when clubs requested facility upgrading or the provision of new facilities. 

These preferred guidelines are consistent with the recently published AFL Preferred Facility Requirements 
document and with the WAFC’s own Minimum Standards document for WAFL Clubs.  Generic floor plans for 
a typical WAFL Club and two Senior Clubs are provided in Appendix 1 as a guide for clubs to plan for any 
improvements to existing facilities or for those clubs looking to build new facilities. 

The role of the WAFC is to foster and promote the game of Australian Rules Football and encourage greater 
participation and to provide a framework for the sport to grow.  These preferred guidelines provide the 
framework for facility development for all levels of clubs.   

The WAFC provides funding for those activities which encourage, promote growth in the sport in accordance 
with its role but it does not directly fund the provision of facilities for clubs.  The provision of club facilities is 
the responsibility of clubs, in association with local government.  This may involve developers in new urban 
developments, in association with local government. 

The WAFC supports applications for funding of facility upgrades and new facilities from the Department of 
Sport and Recreation’s Community Sporting and Recreation Facilities Fund and will provide a higher priority 
to clubs that have facilities which are below the preferred facility guidelines detailed in this report. 

The implications of these preferred facility guidelines, based on the standard of current club facilities, are 
discussed in Section 4 of this report. 

The preferred guidelines for clubs are shown in the pages which follow in tabular format.  For each facility 
attribute, the preferred minimum size is provided in the table for each of the three categories of club – WAFL, 
senior and junior.  In addition, whether the attribute is a core requirement or an optional requirement for a 
sustainable club is notated in additional columns. 
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Hierarchy Model Incorporating AFL Preferred Facility Requirements 
          

Proposed Football Club breakdown       
Category 1 – WAFL Clubs (Central or Core Club within a zone/region)       
Category 2 – Senior Clubs        
Category 3 – Junior Clubs        
          

Preferred Facility Requirements for each Club Category 
Preferred Minimum Sizes (m2) Core or optional requirement 

Facilities 
WAFL Club Senior Club Junior Club WAFL 

Club 
Senior 
Club 

Junior 
Club 

Comment 

PLAYING AREA               
Auskick (5-12yrs) – 80m 

Auskick 15 per side  
(5-12yrs) – 110m 

Youth (13 yrs) 
– 140m, < 150m 

Oval Length  135 to 185 metres 135 to 185 metres 

Youth (14-17 yrs) 
 – 135 to 185 metres 

core core core 

Auskick (5-12yrs) – 60m 
Auskick 15 per side 

(5-12yrs) – 80m 
Youth (13 yrs) 

– 120m, < 130m 
Oval Width  110 to 155 metres 110 to 155 metres 

Youth (14-17 yrs) 
– 110 to 155 metres 

core core core 

For senior ovals the preferred size 
is 165m x 135m.  The boundary line 
should be 5 metres from perimeter 

fencing or any other boundary 
object for WAFL clubs and 3 to 4 

metres for other clubs.   
  

Number of Ovals 
1 main oval and may 

require additional oval for 
training 

Depends on the number of 
senior teams 

Depends on the number of 
junior teams core core core  

Oval Fencing No specific requirements No specific requirements not required core optional not 
required 

Oval fencing should be 
approximately 900mm high with 

mesh in-fill and allow for 5m of run 
off from oval boundary for WAFL 

clubs 
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Preferred Minimum Sizes (m2) Core or optional requirement 

Facilities 
WAFL Club Senior Club Junior Club WAFL 

Club 
Senior 
Club 

Junior 
Club 

Comment 

PLAYING AREA               

Goal Posts 6.4m apart, 12 to 15m high 6.4m apart, 8 to 15m high 6.4m apart, 8 to 15m high core core core 
Padding from ground to 2.5 metres, 
35mm thick foam covered in canvas 

or painted 

Behind Post 6.4m apart, 6 to 10m high 6.4m apart, 4 to 6m high 6.4m apart, 4 to 6m high core core core 
Padding from ground to 2.5 metres, 
35mm thick foam covered in canvas 

or painted 

Ground Lighting – for 
training 

Average Minimum Lux – 
50 Average Minimum Lux – 50 Average Minimum Lux – 50 core core core  

Ground Lighting – for 
games 

Average Minimum Lux – 
200 

Average Minimum Lux – 
100 not required core optional* not 

required 
* to allow a night match on another 
ground in each zone, one Senior 

club may require lighting 

Club Boundary 
Interchange Benches 

2 covered benches for 10 
people each (each 6m 

long) 

2 covered benches for 8 
people each (each 4.8m 

long) 
not required core core not 

required 
Positioned on western wing looking 

away from the sun 

Officials’ Interchange 
Bench 

1 covered bench for 
officials (3.6m long) 

1 covered bench for 
officials (1.8 m long) not required core optional not 

required 
Located between two club 

interchange benches 

Siren Permanent installed siren yes, but does not have to 
be permanently installed 

yes, but does not have to 
be permanently installed core core core 

An approved siren must be installed 
for Senior grounds and in multiple 
locations if necessary to achieve  

desirable amplification 

Scoreboard required with 300mm 
lettering 

yes, can be fixed or 
portable 

desirable, except for 
Auskick core core optional Display to be Goals, Behinds and 

Points 

Count Down Clock required desirable not required core optional not 
required 

Approved match clock that can be 
seen by spectators for all WAFL 

grounds 

Spectator Facilities WAFL require under cover 
seating for 500 

desirable (no specific 
requirements) not required core optional not 

required  

Members’ Facilities 
Match viewing for 200 (100 

from each club), social 
facilities for seating 250, 

wheel chair access 

desirable for major clubs in 
Sunday League and 

Regional Leagues only 
(AFL preferred minimum - 

75 m2) 

not required core optional not 
required 

It is strongly recommended that 
social/community rooms that 
provide for social interaction, 

community building, social capital 
and club sustainability be provided 

at all club levels 

Public Toilets Male 20m2, female 20m2, 
disabled 5m2 

Male 10m2, female 10m2, 
disabled 5m2 

Male 10m2, female 10m2, 
disabled 5m2 core core core To meet Australian standards 
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Preferred Minimum Sizes (m2) Core or optional requirement 
Facilities 

WAFL Club Senior Club Junior Club WAFL 
Club 

Senior 
Club 

Junior 
Club 

Comment 

PLAYING AREA               

Public Address System required to cover all areas 
of ground desirable not required core optional not 

required 
Not considered essential by AFL but 

required by WAFC for WAFL 
grounds 

Reserve Fencing no specific standards no specific standards not required core optional not 
required 

Reserve fencing is required for 
WAFL venues to control crowd 

access and management, including 
collection of entrance fees 

FUNCTIONAL ROOMS              
Changing Areas 
(Male/Female – Home & 
Visitors) 

Minimum 35m2 x 2 25m2 x 2 desirable - 25m2 core core core 

• Floor finish Carpeted or non-slip 
matting 

Carpeted or non-slip 
matting 

Carpeted or non-slip 
matting core core optional 

• Clothes hooks or 
lockers 40 minimum x 2 30 minimum x 2 30 minimum x 2 core optional optional 

• Bench seating In front of lockers or hooks In front of lockers or hooks In front of lockers or hooks core optional optional 

It is desirable that change rooms 
are available for all grounds but it is 
recognised that some junior clubs 

may not have these facilities.  Junior 
clubs should at least have toilets 
and an area to expand to include 

change rooms. 

Warm-Up Area (Home & 
Visitors) 

Minimum 60m2, lights with 
impact covers, 

carpeted/non-slip matting 

Minimum 45m2, lights with 
impact covers, 

carpeted/non-slip matting 
not required core optional not 

required  

Total Warm-Up & 
Changing Area 

Minimum 85m2 for both 
home and visitors if 

combined 

Minimum 30m2 for both 
home and visitors if 

combined 

Desirable 30m2 for both 
home and visitors if 

combined 
core core core  

Coaches’ Room (Home 
& Visitors) 

Separate room desirable, 
seating for 30 with 

whiteboard 
desirable not required core optional not 

required  

Property Area 6m2, power, lockable, 
vehicle access desirable not required core optional not 

required  

Trainers' 
(Massage/Strapping) 
Room 

16m2 x 2, 4 strapping 
tables, power & bins 

12m2 x 2, 2 strapping 
tables, power & bins not required core optional not 

required  

Medical/First Aid Room 

15m2, 1 examination table, 
hot & cold water, bin, 
power, phone, towel 

dispenser, vehicle access, 
lockable 

15m2, 1 examination table, 
hot & cold water, bin, 
power, phone , towel 

dispenser, vehicle access, 
lockable 

not required core core not 
required  
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Preferred Minimum Sizes (m2) Core or optional requirement 
Facilities 

WAFL Club Senior Club Junior Club WAFL 
Club 

Senior 
Club 

Junior 
Club 

Comment 

FUNCTIONAL ROOMS               
Combined 
Property/Medical/ 
Trainers’ Room (option) 

25m2 desirable not required core core not 
required  

Wet Area – Male (Home 
& Visitors) 

4 showers, anti-skid tiles, 1 
urinal, 2 toilets, 6 clothes 

hooks 

4 showers, anti-skid tiles, 1 
urinal, 2 toilets, 6 clothes 

hooks 
desirable core core optional  

Wet Area – Female 
(Home & Visitors) 

4 showers, anti-skid tiles, 2 
toilets, 6 clothes hooks 

required if women's 
matches played at WAFL 

ground at same fixture 

required if club has a 
women's competition desirable core core optional  

Drug Testing Facility Separate room with toilet, 
allowing privacy for testing not required not required core not 

required 
not 

required  

Umpires’ Rooms 

Separate room – 30m2, 12 
hooks, bench seating, 1 

toilet, 2 curtained showers 
(lockable doors preferred 

for female umpires), 1 
massage table.  Where 

possible, separate race to 
arena 

Separate room – 20m2, 12 
hooks, bench seating, 1 

toilet, 2 curtained showers 
(lockable doors preferred 

for female umpires), 1 
massage table.  Where 

possible, separate race to 
arena 

Separate room – 20m2, 12 
hooks, bench seating, 1 

toilet, 2 curtained showers 
(lockable doors preferred 

for female umpires), 1 
massage table.  Where 

possible, separate race to 
arena 

core core optional 
Whilst separate umpires’ room is 

optional for juniors it is desirable for 
junior clubs that have an under 17s 

team 

Coaches’ Boxes 

Sound proof boxes with 
seating for 4, elevated 

position on centre wing, 
direct access to arena, 

phone to bench, phone & 
computer connection to 

statisticians, power 

desirable not required core optional not 
required  

Umpires’/Observers’ 
Room 

15m2, enclosed & private 
area for 3, elevated 

position with clear view of 
entire ground, bench with 

power 

not required not required core not 
required 

not 
required  
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Preferred Minimum Sizes (m2) Core or optional requirement 
Facilities 

WAFL Club Senior Club Junior Club WAFL 
Club 

Senior 
Club 

Junior 
Club 

Comment 

FUNCTIONAL ROOMS               

Club Statistician Area 

Enclosed viewing for 6 with 
unobstructed view, bench, 

cabling connection to 
coaches’ box, phone 

connection to coaches’ box 

not required not required core not 
required 

not 
required  

Timekeepers' Room 
Elevated clear 

unobstructed view of 
ground for 2, bench, 

access to siren 

required not required core core not 
required  

Gymnasium/Fitness 
Room 35m2+ 25m2 not required optional optional not 

required  

CLUBROOMS        
Floor Area for Clubroom 
(Social/Community 
Room) 

recommended minimum 
200m2 required – 100m2 minimum desirable – 50m2 minimum core core optional 

WAFL clubs have indicated that 
their floor area ranges from 263m2 

to 2,500m2 (71% of junior clubs 
have a clubroom) 

Floor area for 
Administration 

recommended minimum 
50m2 

recommended minimum 
20m2 recommended 15m2 core core optional  

Kitchen/Canteen 40m2 25m2 25m2 core core core 
Facilities Survey showed 92% of 
junior clubs have canteen areas 

ranging from 5 to 200m2 and 95% of 
senior clubs 

Bar Area recommended – 25m2 
minimum 

recommended – 10m2 
minimum not required core core not 

required 
96% of senior clubs have a licensed 
bar, DSR funding not available for 

bar areas 

Storage Areas recommended 50m2 
minimum 

recommended –           
20 to 30m2 

recommended –            
10 to 20m2 core core core  

PARKING        
Number of Sealed 
Parking Bays recommended – 200 bays no specific standards no specific standards core core core Per LGA requirements 

Lighting of Carpark recommended recommended recommended core core core To Lux level of Australian Standards 
& LGA requirements 
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Section 3 3. Comments on Key Facility Components 

3.1 Amenities and Change Rooms 

The sizes indicated in the table for club amenities and change rooms allows for two separate areas for one 
home and one away team.  WAFL clubs should have 4 showers, 1 urinal and 2 toilets as a minimum for each 
team space.  The new AFL preferred requirements recommend a slight increase in these numbers and allow 
for 5 showers, 2 urinals and 2 toilets. 

The size of amenities and change rooms for senior and junior clubs does not have to be to the same level as 
that recommended for WAFL clubs and each facility would have to be designed based on the number of 
players likely to be using the facility at any one time, the possibility of future expansion and what other sports 
may need to share the facility either at similar times of the year or in the “off-season”, ie. cricket. 

3.2 First Aid/Medical Room 

WAFL clubs must as a minimum have a 6 square metre space for a medical room which has an examination 
table, hot and cold water, power, hand towel dispenser and phone.  The new AFL preferred standards for 
State League clubs recommends an area of 15 square metres if possible.   

The new AFL requirements suggest that a medical room is desirable and hence an option for senior clubs.  
The WAFC has set this as a preferred core requirement for senior clubs but not for junior clubs. 

3.3 Trainers’ Room/Strapping Room 

A trainers’/strapping room must be provided for each home and away team in a WAFL club facility.  Each 
room should be 15 square metres and include 3 or 4 strapping tables, power, bins and be immediately 
adjacent to each change room.  For other senior football clubs this area can be reduced to 8 to 12 square 
metres per team and be included in the change room area. 

Provision of this space is not required for a junior team. 

3.4 Umpires’ Room 

For WAFL clubs a separate change room for umpires is required. This room must accommodate 12 umpires 
and officials and it is recommended to be 30 square metres, contain 1 toilet, 2 lockable shower cubicles, 
bench seating, 14 clothes hooks and a hand basin. 

Similar umpire facilities should be provided for all other senior clubs but is optional for junior clubs. 

3.5 Storage Space 

Storage areas are essential for a club and it is recommended that the minimum required for a WAFL club is 
25m2 although the current WAFL minimum standards suggest only 6m2.  Storage areas both within a 
building and external to building need to be secure, particularly if facilities are used by other clubs or sporting 
codes. 

Storage space is a core requirement for all clubs, including junior clubs which often have equipment that they 
need to store which is essential for matches, eg. Auskick goal posts, which take up considerable space. 

3.6 Club Rooms 

It is strongly recommended that clubs at all levels have a club room to promote social interaction, community 
building, club culture and club sustainability.  For senior clubs this area would typically include a bar and 
kitchen and for junior clubs a kiosk and kitchen.  The actual size would depend on the anticipated usage, the 
possible additional revenue that could be generated from the area and the cost of providing this space.  The 
recommended preferred areas are 200m2 for WAFL clubs, 100m2 for senior clubs and 50m2 for junior clubs.  
A club room is not a core requirement for a junior club but it is a desirable and hence preferred option. 



 

 

football facilities 
facility plan 2006

Page 11 

3.7 Parking 

Whilst the only specific preferred parking bay requirements are for WAFL clubs to provide 200 bays it is 
recommended that all senior and junior clubs have sufficient parking to cater for vehicles of players, parents 
and spectators.  It is recommended that parking areas close to club rooms be lit for training nights. 

3.8 Ground Markings/Oval Requirements 

Playing field markings for senior ovals are shown in Appendix 2 and line marking material should not cause 
grass loss (death), erosion or soil damage, therefore chemicals and/or weed killers should not be used. 

Whilst the preferred size for senior ovals is 165 metres x 135 metres, lengths ranging from 135m to 185m 
and widths ranging from 110m to 155m are permitted.  Ground sizes for junior matches vary depending on 
the age group and these are shown in the table. 

3.9 Ground Lighting 

Ground lighting for training at all clubs must be an average minimum of 50 Lux.  For night AFL games the 
lighting must be a minimum average of 200 Lux, although if telecasting is required this needs to be 400 Lux.  
Night matches for senior and junior clubs can be conducted with a minimum average Lux of 100.  The WAFC 
plans to eventually have all WAFL grounds suitable for night matches and one other senior oval in each zone 
to also meet these guidelines.  This will provide the ability to hold night competitions for other fixtures outside 
WAFL matches.  
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Section 4 4. Implications of Preferred Facility Classification Guidelines 
 
All football clubs in the Perth metropolitan area and the South West region were invited by the WAFC to 
complete a questionnaire on the standard of their club facilities in December 2005.  The purpose of the 
questionnaire was to assist in the development of preferred facility guidelines or requirements for clubs and 
to determine the implications of any such guidelines. 

Because not all clubs completed the questionnaire, the precise implications of the preferred facility 
guidelines recommended for adoption by the WAFC for all football clubs in Western Australia is not possible.  
However, given that a large number of clubs did complete the questionnaire, it is possible to estimate the 
number of clubs who don’t currently meet the preferred guidelines.  This has been done assuming the same 
percentage for those clubs who completed the questionnaire and who don’t currently meet the guidelines 
remains constant and valid for all clubs in the category of WAFL, senior and junior clubs.  Hence it is 
assumed that the same percentage applies to those clubs that did not complete the questionnaire. 

The number and types of clubs in Western Australia and the percentage of each type that completed the 
questionnaire is summarised in Table 1 below. 

District/Zone WAFL 
Clubs 

Senior 
Clubs 

Junior 
Clubs 

Auskick 
Only Clubs 

Womens 
Clubs Masters Totals 

Claremont 1 8 11     2 22 
East Fremantle 1 7 13 3  2   26 
East Perth 1 9 12 2 1 1 26 
Peel 1 9 11 1   3 25 
Perth 1 14 11 1 1 2 30 
South Fremantle 1 11 13   1 2 28 
Subiaco 1 4 5 2     12 
Swan Districts 1 15 21     2 39 
West Perth 1 5 8   1 1 16 
South West   20 31 24   8 83 
Total Clubs 9 102 136 33 6 21 307 
Completed 
Surveys 9 51 84 0 4 6 148 

Percentage 
Surveyed 100% 50% 62% 0% 67% 29% 48% 

Table 1: Clubs in WA and Number of Surveys Completed 

In terms of preferred facilities guidelines, the categorisation of clubs has been established as being limited to 
the following three categories: 

• WAFL Clubs 
• Senior Clubs 
• Junior Clubs 

The number of clubs in the Perth Metropolitan Zones and the South West Football District, excluding 
Auskick, is 274 and their categorisation into WAFL, senior and junior clubs is shown in Table 2 below. 
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Club Category Number 
of Clubs 

Completed 
surveys 

% Surveys 
Completed 

WAFL 9 9 100% 

Senior 129 61 47% 

Junior (ex Auskick) 136 84 62% 

Totals (ex Auskick) 274 154 56% 

Table 2: Number of Clubs in Each Category (Metropolitan & South West) 

Note that overall, the questionnaire response for each category was far higher than would normally be 
expected for general surveys although valuable incentives were made to encourage a response from all 
clubs.  These figures are significant enough to estimate the likely number of clubs that don’t meet the 
preferred standards for certain criteria which are discussed in the following sub sections. 

4.1 Implications for Junior Clubs 

4.1.1 Core Requirements 

The preferred requirements for junior football clubs provide for the following “core” facilities for both playing 
areas and functional rooms: 

• Junior oval (number dependent on number of teams) 
• Goal & behind posts 
• Ground lighting for training 
• Changing rooms for both home and away team with showers and toilets 
• Public toilets 
• Siren 
• Kitchen/canteen 
• Storage areas 
• Car parking with lighting 

The core facility requirements are considered to be the basic requirements and all junior clubs should aim to 
meet these as a priority. 

Based on the completed questionnaires received from junior football clubs, Table 3 shows the number of 
junior clubs that are likely to not meet these core requirements.  It should be noted that this is based on each 
club’s own perception or opinion, not on a ground inspection by a third party. 

Core Junior Facilities 
Requirements 

% clubs 
without 
facility 

Estimated 
number of the 

136  junior 
clubs affected 

% clubs 
without 
enough  

Estimated 
number of the 

136  junior 
clubs affected 

Junior oval (number dependent 
on number of teams) 1% 2 40.5% 55 

Goal & behind posts 1% 2 N/A N/A 

Ground lighting for training 13% 18 47.6% 65 

Change rooms for home team  14% 19 N/A N/A 

Change rooms for visiting team  19% 26 N/A N/A 

Showers and toilets  8% 11 N/A N/A 

Public toilets N/A N/A Not surveyed N/A 

Siren 37% 50 N/A N/A 

Kitchen/canteen 8% 11 N/A N/A 
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Core Junior Facilities 
Requirements 

% clubs 
without 
facility 

Estimated 
number of the 

136  junior 
clubs affected 

% clubs 
without 
enough  

Estimated 
number of the 

136  junior 
clubs affected 

Storage areas 2% 3 57.1% 78 

Car parking with lighting 63% 86 N/A N/A 
     

Table 3: Estimated Number of Junior Clubs below Core Facilities Requirements 

Table 3 shows that the major areas where junior facilities are deficient are in the provision of lit car parking, 
sirens and training lights on ovals.  It should be noted that whilst an estimated 18 junior clubs don’t have 
lighting for training, a estimated further 47 clubs consider their lighting to be inadequate and in need of 
upgrading or improving.  Also, whilst all but an estimated 3 clubs have storage areas, it is estimated that 78 
clubs (57%) do not have sufficient space. 
 
4.1.2 Optional Facility Requirements 

The preferred standards for junior football clubs provide for the following “optional” facilities for playing areas: 

• Scoreboard 
• Umpires’ Room 
• Clubroom for social activities 
• Administration area in clubroom 

The optional facility requirements are considered to be desirable components of a sustainable junior football 
club in Western Australia and clubs should aim to provide these if their club numbers and financial position 
can support them. 

Based on the completed questionnaires received from junior football clubs, Table 4 shows the number of 
junior clubs that are likely to not currently have these optional requirements. 

Optional Junior Facilities 
Requirements 

% clubs 
without 
facility 

Estimated 
number of the 136 

junior clubs 
affected 

Comment 

Scoreboard 51% 70 43 clubs no scoreboard 
 Umpires Room 38% 52 32 without 
Clubroom for social activities 35% 47 29 without 

Administration area in clubroom N/A N/A Not specifically asked 
in survey      

Table 4: Estimated Number of Junior Clubs without Optional Facilities  

Note that information on the provision of separate public toilets and separate administration area within 
clubrooms was not gathered from the questionnaire distributed to all clubs. 

Currently about 38% of junior clubs do not have umpires’ rooms and 35% of clubs do not have clubrooms. 
This is mainly as a result of facilities being developed before this became a priority. These are desirable 
facilities for a junior club but not essential. 

4.2 Implications for Senior Clubs 

4.2.1 Core Requirements 

The preferred requirements for senior football clubs provide for the following “core” facilities for both playing 
areas and functional rooms: 

• Senior oval (number dependent on number of teams) 
• Goal & behind posts 
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• Ground lighting for training 
• Boundary interchange benches (these can be portable) 
• Siren 
• Scoreboard 
• Public toilets 
• Changing rooms for home and visiting team 
• Warm up areas for home and visiting team 
• Medical Room 
• Wet areas for home and visiting team 
• Umpires’ Room 
• Timekeepers’ Room 
• Clubroom 
• Kitchen/canteen 
• Bar area 
• Storage areas 
• Car parking with lighting 

The core facility requirements are considered to be the basic requirements and all senior clubs should aim to 
meet these as a priority. 

Based on the completed questionnaires received from senior football clubs, Table 5 shows the number of 
senior clubs that are likely to not meet these core requirements. 

Core Facilities 
Requirements for Senior 

Clubs 

% clubs 
without 
facility 

Estimated 
number of the 

129 senior 
clubs affected 

% clubs 
without 
enough, 

inadequate or 
below 

standard 

Estimated 
number of the 

129 senior 
clubs affected 

Senior oval (number 
dependent on number of 
teams) 

0% 0 31% 40 

Goal & behind posts 0% 0 N/A N/A 
Ground lighting for training 2% 2 56% 72 
Boundary interchange 
benches N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Siren 30% 38 N/A N/A 
 Scoreboard 30% 38 N/A N/A 
Public Toilets N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Change Rooms for home 
and visiting team 28% 36 41% 53 

Medical Room 33% 42 77% 99 
Wet areas for men (home 
and visiting team) 0% 0 5% 6 

Wet areas for women (home 
and visiting team) 77% 99 90% 116 

Umpires’ Room 15% 19 84% 108 
Timekeepers’ Room N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Clubroom 23% 30 44% 57 
Kitchen/canteen 7% 8 62% 80 
Bar area 8% 11 28% 36 
Storage areas 2% 2 44% 57 
Car parking  0% 0 34% 44      

Table 5: Estimated Number of Senior Clubs below Core Facilities Requirements 
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Table 5 shows that the major areas where senior facilities are deficient are in the provision of lighting for 
training to adequate standard, change rooms for home and visiting teams, medical room, shower and toilets 
for female teams and an umpires’ room. 

Some core areas such as training lights, storage areas and car parking are provided for almost all senior 
clubs (98% to 100%) but for a high percentage of these clubs (34% to 56%), estimated to be between 44 
and 72 out of 129, they do not meet the preferred requirements or are considered inadequate. 

4.2.2 Optional Facility Requirements 

The preferred requirements for senior football clubs provide for the following “optional” facilities for playing 
areas: 

• Oval fencing 
• Ground lighting for games (this is not realistic for every senior ground) 
• Spectator seating 
• Perimeter fencing 
• Warm Up Area 
• Coaches’ Room 
• Trainers’ Room 
• Coaches’ Box 
• Count Down Clock 
• Public Address System 

The optional facility requirements listed for senior clubs are considered to be desirable components of a 
senior football club in Western Australia but their provision should be dependent on a range of factors 
including the level of club competition, club numbers, the importance of facility to the community and the 
financial position of the club.  

Based on the completed questionnaires received from senior football clubs, Table 6 shows the number of 
senior clubs that are likely to not currently have these optional preferred requirements. 

Optional Facilities 
Requirements for Senior 

Clubs 

% clubs 
without 
facility 

Estimated 
number of 

the 129 
senior clubs 

affected 

Comment 

Oval fencing N/A N/A Not asked in survey 

Ground lighting for games 11% 15 7 senior clubs from survey have match 
lighting 

Spectator seating 57% 74 35 clubs – no seating 
Perimeter fencing N/A N/A Not asked in survey 
Warm up areas for home 
and visiting team 36% 47 22 clubs no warm up area, insufficient 

data to determine number below 30m2 
Trainer’s Room N/A N/A Not asked in survey 
Coaches’ Box N/A N/A Not asked in survey 
Count down clock N/A N/A Not asked in survey 
Public address system N/A N/A Not asked in survey     

Table 6: Estimated Number of Senior Clubs without Optional Facilities  

Note that some of the optional preferred facility requirements which have now been included in the 
guidelines for consistency with the AFL Preferred Requirements were not asked of existing clubs in the 
questionnaire.  Most of these optional requirements would be expected of a WAFL club but not for most 
senior football clubs.  Spectator seating is currently not provided by 57% of senior clubs which would 
translate to about 74 of the 129 senior clubs in the Perth metropolitan and south west regions.  
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Seven senior clubs that responded to the survey said they had ground lighting suitable for match play which 
could translate to about 15 clubs out of the whole 129 senior clubs in the metropolitan and south west 
regions.  The WAFC supports the need for the WAFL club oval and one other oval in each District having 
lighting suitable for match play.  This would translate to eventually at least 18 ovals in the metropolitan 
districts. 

4.3 Implications for WAFL Clubs 

There are no implications for WAFL clubs with the new preferred requirements as they are based on the 
existing WAFL Minimum Standards for WAFL clubs document that all clubs have endorsed.  They are also 
compatible with the new AFL Preferred Facility Requirements document released in June 2006. 

All clubs that do not currently meet aspects of the standards are already aware of their deficiencies.  The 
Stage 2 – Needs Assessment Report describes in summary the current position of each WAFL club and 
highlighted for some clubs the need to address the provision of new facilities or the upgrade of existing 
facilities.  This may require the rationalisation of existing facilities in accordance with the specific 
requirements of its member numbers and spectator numbers at WAFL matches. 
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Section 5 5. Likely Future Facility Requirements 
 
The Stage 5 Report will address the likely future facility requirements for the Western Australian Football 
Commission for five year and ten year horizons.  This will involve input from each of the District Development 
Committees for the nine metropolitan WAFL zones and the South West Regional Development Committee. 

However, based on projected population growth data from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure 
(DPI) and which was analysed in the Stage 1 – Scoping Report, it is possible to estimate the growth in 
number of teams for each football zone.  This can be based on the assumption of maintaining the existing 
market penetration of football for each age group and for a range of penetration either side.  For this report, 
future team increases have been based only on the premise that market penetration will remain the same as 
it is currently for each zone.  Table 7 below shows the market penetration for each district and the variation 
across districts.   

Players as a Percentage of Population in the District 
Age 

Group 
Claremont East 

Fremantle 
East  
Perth Peel Perth South 

Fremantle Subiaco Swan 
Districts 

West 
Perth 

South 
West 

Region 

5-12 yrs 16.9% 22.6% 11.8% 12.6% 9.2% 11.6% 17.3% 14.3% 12.8% 17.5% 

13-17 yrs 7.6% 12.3% 5.3% 8.2% 6.4% 5.1% 10.0% 9.5% 5.7% 13.4% 

18-34 yrs 3.5% 2.3% 1.4% 3.5% 5.5% 2.4% 2.2% 2.5% 2.0% 6.0% 

35-49 yrs 0.4% 0.0% 0.1% 0.7% 0.3% 0.3% 0.0% 0.3% 0.3% 1.0% 
           

Table 7: Market Penetration District Comparisons 

The WAFC expects growth in current participation rates, particularly in the junior age groups, and this will 
impact on the projections in this report.  The WAFC will be monitoring these participation rates for each 
district and age group and will adjust projections accordingly on an annual basis.  

The highest penetration levels for the youngest age group are in the districts of East Fremantle, Subiaco, 
South West and Claremont.  For this age group the lowest penetration is in the Perth and East Perth 
districts.  For the 13 to 17 age group the highest penetration is from the districts of South West, East 
Fremantle, Subiaco and Swan Districts, with the lowest being South Fremantle and East Perth.  For the 18 to 
34 age group the highest penetration is in the districts of South West, Perth, Peel and Claremont, with East 
Perth and West Perth the lowest.  Graph 1 below shows the variation for each district in comparison with 
each other. 

Market Penetration of Each District
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Graph 1: Market Penetration of Districts 
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The predicted increase in number of teams is an indicator of the possible increase in facilities that will need 
to be either expanded at existing locations or built in new greenfields locations.  This Stage 3 – Facility Plan 
Report does not address the likely location of any new greenfields sites. This will be addressed in the Stage 
5 report. 

5.1 Perth District Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 8 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the Perth District.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team a predicted 
increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in Table 9.   

 

Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 1,785 51 152 119 

13-17 yrs 928 -21 -2 10 

18-34 yrs 3,608 62 3 -233 

35-49 yrs 148 4 15 20 

TOTAL 6,468 95 167 -83 

Table 8: Predicted Increase in Perth Players 

 

Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 1,785 2 6 5 

13-17 yrs 928 -1 0 0 

18-34 yrs 3,608 2 0 -9 

35-49 yrs 148 0 1 1 

TOTAL 6,468 4 7 -3 

Table 9: Predicted Increase in Perth Teams 

 

From Table 8 it is evident that there is likely to be very little change in the number of teams in the Perth 
District from now until 2011.  In 2016 it is predicted that there will be the capacity for an additional 7 teams in 
the 5 to 12 year age group but no increase at all in other age groups.  In 2021 there is a predicted drop of 
players equivalent to 9 teams in the important 18 to 34 year age group.  Hence there is likely to be little 
pressure for expansion of facilities in Perth based on the current market penetration of football for the next 
15 years. 

5.2 Claremont District Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 10 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the Claremont District.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team a 
predicted increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in 
Table 10. 
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Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 1,947 60 252 277 

13-17 yrs 791 -58 -53 -17 

18-34 yrs 1,345 54 -39 -78 

35-49 yrs 133 0 7 14 

TOTAL 4,216 56 166 196 

Table 10: Predicted Increase in Claremont Players 

Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 1,947 2 10 11 

13-17 yrs 791 -2 -2 -1 

18-34 yrs 1,345 2 -2 -3 

35-49 yrs 133 0 0 1 

TOTAL 4,216 2 7 8 

Table 11: Predicted Increase in Claremont Teams 

From Table 10 player numbers increase in year 2011 by 56 although they drop for the age group 13 to 17 
years and increase in the age groups on either side.  By 2021 player numbers in the 5 to 12 year age group 
increase by 277 but increase overall to only 196.   

In terms of predicted increase in teams there is very little impact for 2011 but in 2016 it is predicted that there 
will be the capacity for an additional 10 teams in the 5 to 12 year age group but a slight drop in the number of 
teams in the other age groups.  In 2021 there is a predicted increase in players equivalent to 8 teams overall 
with this being still centred on the lower age group of 5 to 12 years.   

In summary, the likely impact on growth in football on facilities in the Claremont District will be for an 
increase in facilities for the 5 to 12 year age group only, based on the current market penetration of football 
for the next 15 years. 

5.3 East Fremantle District Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 12 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the East Fremantle District.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team a 
predicted increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in 
Table 13. 

Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,684 -118 35 133 

13-17 yrs 1,360 -157 -219 -203 

18-34 yrs 778 53 65 -13 

35-49 yrs 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 4,786 -223 -120 -83 

Table 12: Predicted Increase in East Fremantle Players 
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Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,648 -5 1 5 

13-17 yrs 1,360 -6 -9 -8 

18-34 yrs 778 2 3 -1 

35-49 yrs 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 4,786 -9 -5 -3 

Table 13: Predicted Increase in East Fremantle Teams 

Table 12 shows player numbers decreasing in year 2011 by 223 although they increase for the age group 18 
to 34 years by 53 players.  By 2021 player numbers have nearly reverted back to their current numbers with 
an increase emerging in the 5 to 12 age category beginning to offset the drop in players in the 13 to 17 aged 
group. 

In summary, team numbers are likely to drop in the East Fremantle District placing no pressure on existing 
facilities.  There will be an estimated reduction of 9 teams in the 13 to 17 year age group by year 2016 and a 
predicted slight increase in the other age groups based on the current market penetration of football in the 
East Fremantle district. 

5.4 East Perth District Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 14 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the East Perth District.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team a 
predicted increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in 
Table 15. 

Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,471 192 360 437 

13-17 yrs 854 42 107 180 

18-34 yrs 913 16 31 58 

35-49 yrs 49 4 4 9 

TOTAL 4,286 253 502 683 

Table 14: Predicted Increase in East Perth Players 

Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,471 8 14 17 

13-17 yrs 854 2 4 7 

18-34 yrs 913 1 1 2 

35-49 yrs 49 0 0 0 

TOTAL 4,286 10 20 27 

Table 15: Predicted Increase in East Perth Teams 

Table 14 shows player numbers in the East Perth District increasing in year 2011 by 253 and to 683 by 
2021.  Increases are in all age groups although the largest increase is in the 5 to 12 year age group.   Table 
15 predicts the impact this increase will have on the need for more teams with an additional 8 required by 
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2011 for the 5 to 12 age group and 2 and 1 respectively for each of the aged groups 13 to 17 and 18 to 34.   
This increases to 17, 7 and 2 teams respectively in year 2021 and will have some impact on the need for 
additional facilities, but mainly for the 5 to 12 age group.  These numbers could support the formation of 
additional clubs in the zone which will be explored in the Stage 5 report. 

5.5 Peel District Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 16 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the Peel District.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team a predicted 
increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in Table 17. 

Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,332 105 251 529 

13-17 yrs 1,167 147 186 243 

18-34 yrs 1,262 298 601 808 

35-49 yrs 245 26 44 78 

TOTAL 5,006 575 1,082 1,657 

Table 16: Predicted Increase in Peel Players 

Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,332 4 10 21 

13-17 yrs 1,167 6 7 10 

18-34 yrs 1,262 12 24 32 

35-49 yrs 245 1 2 3 

TOTAL 5,006 23 43 66 

Table 17: Predicted Increase in Peel Teams 

 

Table 16 shows player numbers in the Peel District increasing in year 2011 by 573 and by 1657 by 2021.  
Increases are in all age groups although the largest increase is in the 18 to 34 year age group.   Table 17 
predicts the impact this increase will have on the need for more teams in the Peel region, the greatest area 
of growth of all WAFL zones. 

In the next 5 years to 2011 it is estimated that there will be demand for a further 23 teams in the Peel region 
made up of 4 in the age group 5 to 12, 6 in the age group 13 to 17 and 12 in the 18 to 35 age group.  A 
further team in the group 35 to 49 makes up the total estimate of 23 additional teams.   In the years 2011 to 
2016 a further 20 teams will be possible and from 2016 to 2021 another 23 teams provided the Peel region 
can maintain their market penetration of participation in each age group.  These are large numbers and to be 
able to cater for this number of additional teams club facilities will need to be expanded and new ones built in 
appropriate locations. 

5.6 South Fremantle District Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 18 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the South Fremantle District.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team 
a predicted increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in 
Table 19. 
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Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,382 132 315 601 

13-17 yrs 836 87 145 186 

18-34 yrs 1,191 238 471 621 

35-49 yrs 135 15 31 52 

TOTAL 4,544 471 962 1,460 

Table 18: Predicted Increase in South Fremantle Players  

Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,382 5 13 24 

13-17 yrs 836 3 6 7 

18-34 yrs 1,191 10 19 25 

35-49 yrs 135 1 1 2 

TOTAL 4,544 19 38 58 

Table 19: Predicted Increase in South Fremantle Teams 

Table 18 shows player numbers in the South Fremantle District increasing in year 2011 by 471 and by 2021 
by 1460.  Increases are in all age groups although the largest increase is in the 5 to 12 and 18 to 34 year 
age groups.   Table 19 predicts the impact this increase will have on the need for more teams in the South 
Fremantle region, the greatest area of growth of all WAFL zones, apart from the Peel region. 

In the next 5 years to 2011 it is estimated that there will be demand for a further 19 teams in the South 
Fremantle region made up of 5 in the age group 5 to 12, 3 in the age group 13 to 17 and 10 in the 18 to 35 
age group.  A further team in the group 35 to 49 makes up the total estimate of 19 additional teams.   In the 
years 2011 to 2016 a further 19 teams will be possible and from 2016 to 2021 another 20 teams provided the 
South Fremantle region can maintain their market penetration of participation in each age group.  As with the 
Peel region these are large numbers and to be able to cater for this number of additional teams club facilities 
will need to be expanded and new ones built in appropriate locations. 

5.7 Subiaco District Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 20 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the Subiaco District.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team a 
predicted increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in 
Table 21. 

Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 1,606 -78 -38 6 

13-17 yrs 824 -82 -113 -97 

18-34 yrs 577 14 19 -5 

35-49 yrs 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 3,008 -146 -132 -97 

Table 20: Predicted Increase in Subiaco Players 
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Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 1,606 -3 -2 0 

13-17 yrs 824 -3 -5 -4 

18-34 yrs 577 1 1 0 

35-49 yrs 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 3,008 -6 -5 -4 

Table 21: Predicted Increase in Subiaco Teams 

Table 20 shows player numbers in the Subiaco District decreasing in year 2011 by 146 and over the next ten 
years staying below current figures based on existing market penetration.     

Table 21 estimates a potential reduction in team numbers in the next 5 years of 6 with these split between 
the 5 to 12 and 13 to 17 year age group.  There will be little change in the number of teams in the 18 to 34 
year age group for the next 15 years. 

Hence for Subiaco there should be no pressure on existing facilities over the next 15 years if the district 
boundaries remain as they are today. 

5.8 Swan Districts Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 22 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for Swan Districts.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team a predicted 
increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in Table 23. 

Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,642 -113 -97 180 

13-17 yrs 1,456 22 -26 11 

18-34 yrs 998 165 339 474 

35-49 yrs 133 1 0 15 

TOTAL 5,228 75 215 680 

Table 22: Predicted Increase in Swan Districts Players  

Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,642 -5 -4 7 

13-17 yrs 1,456 1 -1 0 

18-34 yrs 998 7 14 19 

35-49 yrs 133 0 0 1 

TOTAL 5,228 3 9 27 

Table 23: Predicted Increase in Swan Districts Teams 

Table 22 shows player numbers in Swan Districts decreasing in year 2011 by 113 for the 5 to 12 age group 
but increasing in the 18 to 34 year age group by 165 players.  Overall there is only an increase of 75 players 
over the next 5 years but this rises markedly to 680 players over the next 15 years. 
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The predicted impact these player changes will have on potential teams is shown in Table 23.  Over the next 
5 years there will be pressure to reduce team numbers in the 5 to 12 year age group by 5 teams and to 
increase the number of teams in the 18 to 34 year age group by 7 teams.  It is predicted that there will be 27 
additional teams playing in the Swan Districts zone over the next 15 years and infrastructure to 
accommodate these teams will have to be provided.     

5.9 West Perth District Future Team Predictions 

Based on current market share Table 24 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the West Perth District.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a team a 
predicted increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are shown in 
Table 25. 

Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,446 106 159 458 

13-17 yrs 910 77 81 122 

18-34 yrs 821 186 350 488 

35-49 yrs 102 7 10 24 

TOTAL 4,278 375 600 1092 

Table 24: Predicted Increase in West Perth Players  

Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,446 4 6 18 

13-17 yrs 910 3 3 5 

18-34 yrs 821 7 14 20 

35-49 yrs 102 0 0 1 

TOTAL 4,278 15 24 44 

Table 25: Predicted Increase in West Perth Teams 

Table 24 shows player numbers in the West Perth District increasing for all age groups in the next 5 years by 
375 players.  These are spread fairly evenly across all age groups with the largest increase in the 18 to 34 
year age group with an extra 186 players.  Over the next 10 years player numbers would have risen to 600 
above existing player numbers and by 2021 by 1,092 above current player numbers.  After Peel and South 
Fremantle, this makes West Perth the district with the third greatest increase in player numbers over the next 
15 years. 

 The predicted impact these player changes will have on potential teams is shown in Table 25.  Over the 
next 5 years there will be pressure to increase team numbers in the 5 to 12 year age group by 4 teams and 
in the 18 to 34 year age group by 7 teams.  It is predicted that there will be 44 additional teams playing in the 
West Perth zone over the next 15 years and infrastructure to accommodate these teams will need to be 
provided.     

5.10 South West Region Future Team Predictions 

 
Based on current market share Table 26 below shows the predicted increase in player numbers for 2011, 
2016 and 2021 for the South West region of the State.  Based on an average of 25 players required to field a 
team a predicted increase in the number of teams for the same years can be determined and these are 
shown in Table 27. 
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Players Estimated Player Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,734 18 73 143 

13-17 yrs 1,558 38 34 40 

18-34 yrs 1,823 147 270 301 

35-49 yrs 330 8 15 30 

TOTAL 6,445 211 392 514 

Table 26: Predicted Increase in South West Region Players 

Players Estimated Team Increase 

2006 2011 2016 2021 

5-12 yrs 2,734 1 3 6 

13-17 yrs 1,558 2 1 2 

18-34 yrs 1,823 6 11 12 

35-49 yrs 330 0 1 1 

TOTAL 6,445 8 16 21 

Table 27: Predicted Increase in South West Region Teams 

Table 26 shows player numbers in the South West region increasing for all age groups in the next 5 years by 
211 players.  The largest increase will be in the 18 to 34 year age group with an extra 147 players.  Over the 
next 10 years player numbers would have risen to 392 above existing player numbers and by 2021 by 514 
above current player numbers.   

The predicted impact these player changes will have on potential teams is shown in Table 27.  Over the next 
5 years there will be pressure to increase team numbers in the 18 to 34 year age group by 6 teams.  It is 
predicted that there will be 21 additional teams playing in the South West region over the next 15 years and 
infrastructure to accommodate these teams will need to be provided. 
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Appendices:  AFL Preferred Facility Requirements     
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