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1. Introduction
The Dr Heather MacGowan OAM Scholarship recognises the life’s work and achievements of an inspirational and 
extraordinary individual. Heather had a long and distinguished career in sport and recreation in several states of Australia, in 
professional, academic and volunteer roles.

This scholarship acknowledges Heather’s commitment and contribution to the sport and recreation industry in Western 
Australia. Heather was highly regarded for her passion, dedication, energy, enthusiasm, expertise and desire to achieve 
excellence; and her willingness to encourage and mentor colleagues to reach their potential. She met all life’s challenges with 
great courage, determination and humour.

Heather retired from the Department of Sport and Recreation in June 2003 following the onset of Motor Neurone Disease. 
She faced this disease with the same qualities she applied to her professional life, being a mentor to those around her. 
Heather listened to people, and advised them drawing on her vast professional and volunteer experiences. She created 
opportunities for her staff, motivated them by generating a supportive environment, and led by example. Heather had strong 
ethical and moral codes, and lived by and expected high standards.

This scholarship is a lasting means to ensure that sport and recreation industry leaders of the future receive the kind of 
support and encouragement Heather would have liked to have personally provided.

2. Who can nominate
Anyone can nominate another person for the scholarship as long as the person being nominated meets the eligibility 
guidelines (see below – Who can apply).

You may wish to nominate more than one person. Benefits of the scholarship include:

• Professional development. 
• Scholarship funds will cover the cost of training. 
• A lasting benefit to sport and recreation community. 

Support from a nominator is not a prerequisite for the scholarship, and individuals can still apply without  
being nominated.

If you are nominating someone for the scholarship, please be sure to complete all sections of the application form.

3. Who can apply
Up to $10,0001 in scholarships will be awarded annually to young person(s) aged between 18 and 30 years who are 
permanent residents of Western Australia, currently working in the sport and recreation industry and who are identified as 
having the potential to make a significant contribution to sport and recreation in the Western Australian community. The 
selection criteria are not based on academic qualifications.

The scholarship provides the opportunity for individuals to pursue professional development, undertake valuable study and/
or research opportunities. Eligible components include: course fees (e.g. coaching, professional development), travel, 
conference attendance, study tour, research and post-graduate study2. At the completion of the scholarship period, the 
successful recipient will be required to report on the knowledge and skills gained3. These skills are to be used for the 
continuing benefit of sport and recreation in the community.

The scholarship is not available to attend an event as a competitor.

The selection committee will give preference to proposals that support current government objectives and sport and recreation 
industry priorities. These objectives can be viewed on the Department of Sport and Recreation website at www.dsr.wa.gov.
au.

1 Exclusive of GST 
2 Other tertiary academic qualifications will only be considered where strong evidence is shown 
meeting all of the selection criteria 
3 See 6.4 Terms and conditions 
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4. How to nominate
If you are nominating someone, please provide your details in the space provided on the nomination form.   

Additional copies are available from the department’s website at www.dsr.wa.gov.au.

5. How to apply
An application is required to be completed, providing an outline of the proposal and its relevance to the applicant’s future role 
in the sport and recreation community.

Where appropriate, applicants should endeavour to have their applications supported by a relevant recognised organisation 
(e.g. state sporting association or tertiary institution). This organisation should have knowledge of the applicant’s proposal and 
the sport and recreation community benefit likely to be gained from the scholarship.  
However, the support of the recognised organisation is not a prerequisite for the scholarship.

Unsuccessful applicants from one year are welcome to reapply in subsequent years.

Applications should be submitted on the prescribed form enclosed – additional copies are available from the department’s 
website at www.dsr.wa.gov.au. 

It is strongly recommended that those looking to apply attend the networking and information evening being held at the 
Department of Sport and Recreation on Wednesday 9 March. For further details and to RSVP please contact Jonelle Burns.

To apply for the scholarship, please provide an original and two copies of:

1. Completed Application Form (see page 6).

2. Responses to each of the Selection Criteria outlined below (no more than 800 words in total).

3. The necessary Supporting Information outlined on page 7.

5.1 Selection criteria

The selection panel will use the selection criteria to assess and recommend the individual to be awarded the 
scholarship.

When applying, address each of the following criteria, and please be succinct:

1. 	Outline what you will do with the scholarship – what is your proposal?

2. 	Provide a summary of the benefits and relevance of your proposal – how do you see your future role in the sport 
and recreation community in Western Australia?

3.	 Describe the benefits to your organisation – what is the relevance to your current organisation/or a future 
organisation to which you would like to contribute?

4. 	Describe what will be your legacy – your contribution to the sport and recreation community in Western 
Australia, as a result of completing your scholarship project.
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5.2 Supporting information

The selection panel will also consider the following when making recommendations to award the scholarship.

Provide the following information as an attachment to this application (see page 7).

1. 	The names and contact details of two referees.

2. 	Outline a proposed budget for spending the scholarship. If you are undertaking national or 	international travel 
please provide a detailed travel plan.

3. 	Support (financial or in-kind) provided by other organisations.

4. 	Total cost of the project (include in-kind, personal and organisation costs).

Applications close 4pm Friday 8 April 2011

Forward your application (including an original and two copies of your application form, selection criteria responses and 
supporting information) to:

Jonelle Burns 
Project Officer: Industry Training and Development 
Department of Sport and Recreation 
PO Box 329 LEEDERVILLE WA 6903 

6. Assessment and notification process

6.1 Assessment

The department will undertake assessment of the scholarship applications. A selection panel will comprise a 
representative of the department and, in any given year, three of the following five categories of judges. The selection 
panel will decide the scholarship recipient:

• A state sporting association

• A recreation body

• An industry peak body

• A tertiary institution

• A specialist subject expert as required.

The selection panel’s decision is final.

6.2 Selection of scholarship recipient

The selection panel will undertake selection of the scholarship recipient. Initial assessments will be made on the 
information contained in the application. Final assessments may be decided by interview at the discretion of the 
selection panel.

6.3 Announcement and presentation

The announcement of the Dr Heather MacGowan Scholarship will be made in May 2011.
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6.4 Terms and conditions

Tenure – the scholarship must commence within six months of the date the scholarship is announced and be 
completed within twelve months. If it is not taken up within six months the scholarship will lapse unless the selection 
committee accepts that there are extenuating circumstances.

Funding – recipients must use the funding solely for the purposes approved by the selection committee, including 
any related costs (such as travel or accommodation), and expenditure is required to be reported in the acquittal 
process. Funding cannot be for any retrospective expenditure, i.e. expenditure must occur after the scholarship is 
awarded. If funds are not utilised in this way they are to be returned to the department.

Scholarship awardees will be required to sign a scholarship agreement with the department accepting the conditions of 
the funding.

An acquittal report is required within 30 days of completion of the funded activities. The report should provide details of 
how the funds were expended in accordance with the scholarship agreement.

Reporting – within six months of completion, the scholarship recipient will submit a written report to the department. 
In addition, the recipient will provide an oral presentation on the outcomes achieved as part of the scholarship. 
Successful applicants will be strongly encouraged to speak to Department of Sport and Recreation Information Centre 
staff and/or Dr Heather MacGowan Scholarship OAM mentor Sue Collier regarding opportunities to publish their report.

Acknowledgement – if a scholarship recipient publishes any document that describes work that was supported 
wholly or partly by this scholarship, the support of the scholarship and the Department of Sport and Recreation must be 
acknowledged.

6.5 Notification

The department will acknowledge receipt of all applications in writing. Notification to successful and unsuccessful 
applicants will be provided within four weeks of the selection decision.

7 Further information
Application details, forms and supporting documentation are available on the department’s website www.dsr.wa.gov.au

If you have any questions about the application process, please contact Jonelle Burns on (08) 9492 9757 
or email jonelle.burns@dsr.wa.gov.au




