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Why?

ÅAccess to a clean healthy environment a right

ÅIncreasing pressure on land use eroding access 
rights

ÅbŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

ÅNeed to understand how access is managed

ÅInform recreation and access policy and 
management
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What We Did
Å5ŜŦƛƴŜŘ ΨǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ ²!Σ b½ 

and UK contexts

ÅCompared current legislative and non-
legislative elements influencing recreational 
access in WA, NZ and UK

ÅLooked at evolution of recreation access in UK 
and NZ

ÅIdentified key issues for WA context
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Å87% of land in UK countryside privately owned

ÅTrespass laws prevented public access to many 
natural areas

ÅStrong demand for access based on tradition 
of countryside rambling

ÅRight to roam laws evolved over 100 years of 
debate and numerous bills

What We Found
UK
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ÅRight to recreationally use private land

ÅCountryside Agency administers the CROW Act

ÅClearly defines recreation and access

ÅClearly defines what is not allowed

Å/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ

Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000

What We Found
UK
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ÅWalking
ÅScrambling
ÅClimbing
ÅPotholing
ÅScree running
ÅPicnicking
ÅInformal games
ÅSkiing
ÅTobogganing
ÅAnd similar

ÅOrganised games / competitions
ÅHang gliding
ÅParagliding
ÅCamping
ÅSwimming (non-tidal waters)
ÅHunting / Fishing
ÅCriminal behaviour
ÅCommercial activities
ÅVehicles
ÅCompanion animals

What We Found

Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000

UK

Access for open air unpowered recreation
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Å50% of land in NZ privately owned

ÅAccess to public foreshore areas hampered by 
trespass laws

ÅStrong demand for access to public land 
across private land

ÅWide community consultation over 5 years

ÅMaori land rights a factor guiding debate

What We Found
New Zealand
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ÅRight to cross private land on foot to access public 
land for recreation

ÅWalking Access Commission oversees and regulates 
access management

ÅAct clearly defines procedures for creation and 
management of walkways

ÅClearly defines types of access 

ÅClearly defines public and landholder responsibilities

Walking Access Act 2008

What We Found
New Zealand
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Some Key Points

1. Clear case argument and solution

2. Strong and broad community support

3. tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ

4. Coordinated and consistent 
management approach

Lessons from NZ and UK
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What We Found

Outdoor recreationaccess relates to 
individual or group walking based 
activities (on land of various 
tenure) centred onresponsible 
interaction within natural 
environments.
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What We Found

Main Access Control
Public Access

Tenure Land Area

Primary Legislative Responsibility Main Relevant Legislationó000 km2 %

WA Total 2525.5 100.00%

Aboriginal and TSI 325.5 12.89%

Lessee 
Restricted  to 

public roads
Leasehold 126.1 4.99%

Aboriginal Lands Trust

WA Dept of Indigenous Affairs

Aboriginal land councils

Native Title Act 1993

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972

Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority Act 1972

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

Native title holder

Traditional Owners

Restricted ïpermit 

required
Reserve 199.4 7.90%

Public Land 1095 43.36%

WA DEC
Allowed ïwith 

some exceptions
Conservation reserve 178.5 7.07%

WA DEC

Conservation Commission

Conservation & Land Management Act 1984

Environmental Protection Act 1986

Swan River Trust Act 1988

Swan & Canning River Management Act 2006

Wildlife Conservation Act 1950

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

WA DEC Allowed Unallocated crown land 821.5 32.53%
WA DEC

Dept of Regional Development and Lands

Land Administration Act 1997

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

Depends on use designation Allowed Other crown land 44.6 1.77% Dept of Regional Development and Lands
Land Administration Act 1997

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

WA DEC Allowed Forestry reserve 34.8 1.38%

WA DEC

Conservation Commission

Forest Products Commission

Conservation & Land Management Act 1984

Forest Products Act 2000 

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

Water Corporation (WA) Restricted Water reserve 9 0.36%
WA Dept of Water 

Water Corporation (WA)

Country Areas Water Supply Act 1947

Land Drainage Act 1925

Metropolitan Water Supply Sewerage & Drainage Act 1909

Rights in Water & Irrigation Act 1914

Waterways Conservation Act 1976

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

Cmnwlth Dept of Defence Not Allowed Defence land 6.3 0.25% Cmnwlth Dept of Defence

Defence Act 1903

Lands Acquisition (Defence) Act 1968

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

Mine lease holder Restricted Mining reserve 0.4 0.02% WA Dept of Mines and Petroleum

Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Resources Act 1967

WA Mining Act 1978

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

Private Land 1105 43.75%

Land owner Not allowed Freehold 205.1 8.12%

Local Government

WA Dept of Planning 

WA Planning Commission

Planning and Development Act 2005

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA

Pastoral lessee 
Restricted to 

public roads
Crown Leasehold 899.9 35.63%

WA Dept of Regional Development and Lands

Pastoral Lease Board

Land Administration Act 1997

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985, WA





Forestry / Timber reserves

Total Area: 34,800 km2     WA land area: 1.4%   Public Access: Allowed   Access management: DEC
Legislative responsibility: DEC & FPC

Key legislation: CALM Act 1984

Forest Products Act 2000 

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985



Conservation reserves

Total Area: 178,500 km2    WA land area: 7.1%  Public Access: Allowed   Access management: DEC
Legislative responsibility: DEC & Cons Commission

Key legislation: CALM Act 1984

Enviro Protection Act 1986

Wildlife Cons Act 1950

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985



Freehold (Private Land)

Area: 205,100 km2    WA area: 8.2%  Public Access: Not allowed   Access management: owner  
Legislative responsibility: local gov., Planning Commission, Dept Planning

Key legislation: 

Planning & Devel Act 2005

Occupierôs liability Act 1985



Mining Reserve

Area: 400 km2    WA area: 0.016%  Public Access: Not allowed   Access management: lease holder  
Legislative responsibility: Dept of Mines and Petroleum

Key legislation: 

Petroleum and Geothermal Energy resources Act 1967

WA Mining Act 1978

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985





Water Reserve

Area: 9000 km2    WA area: 0.36%  Public Access: Not allowed   Access management: Water Corp 
Legislative responsibility: Dept of Water, Water Corp.

Key legislation: 

Metro Water Supply Sewerage and Drainage Act 1909

Rights in Water & Irrigation Act 1914

Land Drainage Act 1925

Country Areas Water Supply Act 1947

Waterways Conservation Act 1976

Occupierôs Liability Act 1985




